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Global Warming in Vermont 

Global Warming’s effects are not some far-off vision of the future. Global warming is here, and it is now. But just 

because we are already feeling its effects doesn’t mean we must resign ourselves to a future of climate catastrophe. 

Vermont must join with other states and countries around the world in committing to a drastic reduction in greenhouse 

gas emissions in order to protect our children’s’ future, our economy, and our way of life. 

Global Warming is already being felt in Vermont. 

 Vermont’s average annual temperature has already seen a 1.3° F 
increase since 1960 (45% of that change taking place since 1990)1  

 We are heading towards an ADDITIONAL 2-3.6° increase by 2050 and 

an ADDITIONAL 5-5.4° increase by 21001 

 Our annual precipitation has increased 5.9” since 1960 (48% of that 

change taking place since 1990)1 

 Our annual freezing period is shortening by 4 days every 10 years1 

 The typical Vermont summer could resemble that of Tennessee by the 

end of the century unless we rapidly reduce our carbon emissions2  

If we do not cut our emissions in a prompt and effective way, the 

impact on our environment, economy, and way of life will be 

catastrophic.  

 Increase in average temperatures will kill two of Vermont’s most 

profitable industries: winter sports and maple sugaring  

 Increased precipitation will create stronger, more frequent floods, as 

well as an increase in Lake Champlain’s algal blooms (due to increased 

runoff of organic pollutants) 

 Incidence and impact of ticks, pests, and invasive species will 

dramatically increase, presenting a grave threat to the flora and fauna 

Vermont is known for, as well as to human health  

 

Vermont has shown leadership by pledging to reduce our GHG emissions (from 1990 levels) by 95% by 2050, 

and to source 90% of our energy from renewables by 2050. 

However… 

 President-elect Trump is an avid climate change denier, and we cannot rely on the federal government to 

address climate change. The states must lead the way! 

 While our current goals are admirable, failing to reach them should not be an option! We need to solidify our 

commitment to these goals and embrace smart, proven policy to meet them, including enshrining Vermont’s 

goals into law, encouraging efficiency and widespread renewable energy adoption, and ensuring we account for 

the costs of carbon pollution.  
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Carbon Pricing: Good Economics 

Here in Vermont we don’t produce or refine fossil fuels, meaning every drop of gas and oil we burn comes from out of 

state. Considering that, it’s no surprise that 80% of what we spend on fossil fuels is siphoned away from our local 

economy. That’s nearly $1.6 billion dollars a year we could use to support local businesses that are the lifeblood of our 

communities. What’s more, when we purchase fossil fuels we aren’t paying for the damages caused by a destabilized 

climate. Economists agree, the most effective way to transition away from fossil fuels and benefit for our economy is:  

A price carbon pollution 

Vermont already does price some of our carbon pollution through our participation in the Regional Greenhouse Gas 

Initiative (RGGI) since 2009.  

RGGI’s Impacts: 

 Major reductions in CO2 emissions and fossil fuel dependence1  

 Increasing use of renewable energy and the associated growth in jobs1 

 Over $11 million in funding for Vermont efficiency programs 

o Leading to reduction of an additional 138 million short tons of CO2 emissions2 

o Saving Vermonters over $115 million on their electricity costs through efficiency2 

RGGI has proven successful, but it doesn’t include transportation or heating fuels.  

By pricing carbon pollution from home heating and transportation fuels, we will: 

 SAVE MONEY: As Vermonters use less gas and oil we will save money on fuel and taxes. One such proposal 

would cut personal income taxes by $1.2 billion, cut business taxes by $850 million, lower the sales tax, and 

invest $300 million into weatherization and clean energy in its first decade. 

 BECOME ENERGY INDEPENDENT: Instead of sending over a billion dollars a year to out-of-state corporations like 

ExxonMobil that are causing global warming, Vermont can create good-paying jobs locally by generating clean 

renewable power and investing in efficiency. 

 LEAVE A BETTER LEGACY: Without bold climate action, the Vermont way of life is in danger. The cost of inaction 

is unacceptably high. By addressing global warming now – before it’s too late – we can strengthen Vermont’s 

economy and protect the environment we love for our children. 

An independent analysis by Regional Economic Models, Inc. (REMI) shows carbon pricing in Vermont can: 

Create 2000 new jobs  

 

Strengthen the economy and raise 

incomes 

 

Cut carbon pollution by one-third 

 

 

https://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R41836.pdf
https://www.rggi.org/rggi_benefits/program_investments/vermont

